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Pleio and WebODF

Rumors of the death of documents are greatly 
exagerrated

Hans de Raad
#ODFPlugfest 2015
The Hague
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About OpenNovations

● Experienced system integrator specialized in open 
source software and open standards

● Organizer of multiple open source software conferences
● Participant in Forum Standaardisatie consultations
● Partner of Kolab Systems AG
● Partner of Stichting Pleio
● Member of CIP (Centrum voor Informatiebeveiliging en 

Privacy), participant in CYSPA, ENISA, DARQA, etc.
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About Pleio

● Dutch inter-organizational social network
● Built by a community of organizations, civilians 

and civil servants.
● Built on open source software (most notably 

ELGG)
● Used by >100.000 people in The Netherlands
● Partnership with Kolab for knowledge 

and best practise sharing

mailto:info@hcderaad.nl
http://www.hcderaad.nl/


 
info@hcderaad.nl
www.hcderaad.nl

mailto:info@hcderaad.nl
http://www.hcderaad.nl/


 
info@hcderaad.nl
www.hcderaad.nl

About Kolab and WebODF

● Kolab was built in the early 00's by the Bundesambt fur Sicherheit 
und Informationstechnik
– Released as open source, strictly adhering to OSI approved licenses, no 

freemium or open core, all Free Software

– Strong focus on security (i.e. BSI and co-operation with Swiss based 
Dreamlab security experts)

●

●
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Why do documents still matter?

● Perhaps this is the wrong slide for this conference. But still….
● Like email, one of the most demanded business features.
● Documents provide means to publish, 

author and archive information in a 
strict format.
– Electronic signing.

● People simply like to work with document 
based information entities.
– Even in the age of unstructured social media 

driven communication
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Especially for governments

● Central authoring source
– Publications

● Document management / workflow systems
● Archiving
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WebODF Collaborative editing

● KO GmbH layed the ground work for the collaborative editing 
server KoType

● A great proof of concept
● Now reworked in Kolab 

Manticore
– With a WebDAV backend

– File conversion through 
LibreOffice 

● So other file formats will also 
be supported!

● License AGPLv3+
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Integration with Pleio

● Pleio already has a documentplugin for ELGG
● There has already been a PoC integration with single-user editing
● Discussing the next steps, 

integration with Kolab Manticore 
and WebDAV support.

● Giving >100.000 Dutch civil 
servants the power of inter-
departemental collaborative 
document editing.

● Exploring collaboration with 
Stichting Hergebruik
– Reusable Free Software
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Goals for interoperability

● Discussion on the interoperability approach
– Adhere to existing standards

● WebDAV

– Or implement new 
Pleio API

● Goal is to be able to 
integrate the Pleio 
documents with existing 
infrastructure
– Like intranet solutions based 

on MS Sharepoint.
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New modular Pleio architecture

Interfaces

Base infrastructure

App servers Storage Identity Management

Kolab Elgg Drupal

End user interface (GUI)

????

Server Server

Server Server

Server Server

Server Server

Server Server

Server Server

Other organizations
Existing infrastructure

Open standards
(WebDAV, etc)
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Any questions?

?
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Contact / info

● Email: info@hcderaad.nl
● Kolab: https://www.kolabsys.com
● Pleio: https://www.pleio.nl
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